Royal Berkshire Show
The glorious summer had seemingly come to an end with the arrival of September, and having the Royal Berkshire
Show being held over the weekend of the 21st & 22nd September, organisers were beginning to wonder what conditions
the weekend would hold for them.
The week running up to the show
had been another overcast and
damp week with frequent light
rain, and although exhibitors were
able to drop off their entries at any
time, by midday on the Friday of
show weekend, only a solitary
Minneapolis Moline and a handful
of implements had arrived.
With the show opening to the
public at 8am on the Saturday
morning, it was clear the next 10
hours were going to be busy as over 30 tractors, stationary engines and the numerous implements booked in were
due to arrive. Sure enough, from midday a steady stream of trailers and lorries arrived on site delivering their exhibits.
A late-afternoon request for an additional working display to cover the entrance area caused only a minor stir as Peter
Fanshawe collected his Roadless and towed his 701 bailer to the showground, with the final entries arriving at 10pm,
the display was set and
ready for the public.
This year’s show President
set a theme for the show
of land-girls. To tie in with
this, we tried to build our
working display around
the theme of wartime
farm and specifically the
land-girls. This included
wartime or older engines,
tractors and implements
which would have been
used on the farm during
and immediately after the war, while club member’s better halves dressed up as land-girls to bring the display to life
and engage the public. The static display showcased a range of popular post war tractors with many immaculately
restored examples on show.

In the wartime display, entries included Clive Hartright’s Minneapolis Moline, this particular tractor had been aboard
a transporter ship which was bombed and sunk on arrival at Liverpool docks in 1943, it was subsequently recovered
and put to work anyway. No wartime
scene would be complete without a
couple of Fordson Standard N’s earning
their keep, and Andy and Chris Beasley
had brought along two fine examples,
one driving a corn mill and the other
driving a thatch making machine. Dave
Mobbs’s International 10-20 spent the
weekend driving a saw bench to steadily
cut its way through an Ifor load of wood.
Phil Dyer’s early 1945 Fordson E27N
land utility with Albion Binder drew the
public’s attention almost as much as the
stationary engine line up. Ron Moore’s French built Bernard WO stationary engine was driving a 1902 Cooch of
Northampton potato sorter and Dereck Yates’s Lister D’s were driving various pumping equipment.

The post war and static display featured some immaculately restored tractors including Brad Murdock’s pre-force Ford
3000 and Ford 4000, Max Bishop had brought along equally impressive Massey Fergusons 35X and 135 while Joe
Moodie had his recently completed International W30 on display and gleaming in fresh paint. For those preferring
originality, Nick Sanders had brought along a Massey Harris Pacemaker and a Challenger, both from 1936 and both in
original unrestored condition.
The tractor line up proved extremely popular
with the younger visitors to the show, and
particularly Gary Reynolds early example Cat D2
kept the stewards busy trying to keep the
children from climbing over its tracks.
The show was blessed again this year with dry
weather and even occasional sunshine, this
kept the visitor numbers almost as high as the
number of questions the team fielded over the
weekend.

Many thanks to all who brought engines, tractors and implements, those who helped with show set-up, our stewards
and all those in period costume which really made the display work.

Ploughing Matches Roundup
Janice Mobbs reports that members of the Thames Valley Group attended the Royal South Bucks Agricultural
Association’s 169th Annual Ploughing Match on the 2nd October 2013 at Hambleden - Janice and David Mobbs were
presented with a cheque for £100 for the Society of Ploughmen sponsoring the World Ploughing Championship 2016.

Janice also reports that the 2013 British National Ploughing Championships were held on the 12th and 13th October
at Lianwarne, near Hereford - congratulations to Club Member Hugo Hoyle who achieved fourth place in the Vintage
Classic Class, also to the Qualifiers from our Club Ploughing Match with their results - well done.

The Fairford, Faringdon, Filkins and Burford Ploughing Championships and Country Show was held on Saturday 28th
September with several club members in attendance either ploughing, judging or generally propping up the bar. The
weather started out rather cold and a little overcast, and generally didn’t change much throughout the day with the
rain being kind enough to hold off until after the results had been called.
In addition to the tractor, steam and horse ploughing, the show had several trade stands, a craft tent and an impressive
working display area featuring working tractors driving a threshing drum, stone crushing, bailing, log sawing and
stationary engines from the Cotswold Oil Engine Group.

The day finished with the ploughmen doing several laps of the parade ring, though this was without Dave Mobbs who
had already lapped most the site in reverse with a stuck gear selector.
3F’s Selected Classes
1st
2nd
3rd
Class 6a – Classic
Hugo Hoyle
Pete Ovens
Charlie Byrd
Class 9 – Novice
Phil Partridge
Jon Marchant
Nick Cadd
Class 10 – Trailed
Richard Cook
John Clifford
James Cook
Class 11 – Trailed (Open)
Nigel Anstee
Henry Prince
John Quick
Class 12 – Vintage Mounted
Ken Brain
Nigel Stroud
Gordon Harmer
Class 13 – Vintage Mounted (Open)
R Akers
C Peel-Yates
D Mobbs
Class 14 – Ferguson
Andrew Drinkwater
Paul Chappell
Andy French
Full results available from http://www.ploughingmatch.co.uk Next year’s match 27th Sept 2014 near Standlake.

The Henley & District Agricultural Association ploughing match took place on Sunday 13th October. It started to rain
as the ploughmen arrived, getting fairly heavy as the match started and didn’t let up all day. Many ploughmen were
already soaked by the time their openings had been judged, so the hot meal, pint of ale and first class service at
lunchtime in the marquee were very welcome by all who steadily dripped onto the table cloths.
The surrounding activities for the public were a little subdued owing to the rain deterring many of the public from
attending.
Henley Selected Classes
1st
2nd
3rd
Open Class for Match Ploughs
Tony Horler
Ben Horler
Open Class for Conventional Ploughs
Barry Woodley
Charlie Grace
Gary Parnell
Work Done by a Vintage Hydraulic
David Nash
C Peel-Yates
Gordon Harmer
Vintage Tractor Trailed
Brian Spittles
Evan Williams
Roger Hannington
Vintage Amateur
Stan Wilcox
Daniel Butler
Robert Kimber
Classic Vintage 1960 – 1974
Dan Wood
Brian Borsberry
Bernard Winnington
Full results available from http://www.thehenleyshow.co.uk/ Next year’s match Sunday 5th October

The Newbury & District Agricultural Society ploughing match took place on Saturday 19th October. A week of heavy
rain running up to the match left slippery conditions on arrival at Trumpletts Farm, however, the rain held off, the sun
came out and the day was quite pleasant, even drying up the entry/exit site mud by the end of the day.
The match had many ploughing classes and steam ploughing on display. The ground was full of stones and plots varied
considerably with some on flat ground and other undulating. The ploughmen didn’t seem to struggle in the conditions,
which cannot be said of the steam ploughing engine which required the assistance of a modern tractor when it sank
into the bottom end of the field. Lunch was probably the best hog-roast of the year with a fine pint to wash it down,
all being served next to the heavily contested children’s scarecrow competition.
Newbury Selected Classes
Class 3 Trailed
Class 4 Mounted
Class 5 Conventional Ploughs
Class 7 Reversible
Class 8 Novice
Class 9 Match
Champion Ploughman: Derek Turner,

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
L Quick
RJ Hiscock
A Ward
J Quick
D Turner
G Harmer
I Mason
R Fletcher
D Hooker
C Curtis
D Wood
B Woodley
I Raisey
C Belcher
M Englefield
P Lyford
B Bexx
D Butler
Miss R Hale
M Goodman
T Horler
W Parsons
Best Maintained Tractor: Gary Cresswell Massey Ferguson 130

Annual Dinner Dance
This year’s dinner dance will be held on Saturday 1st February 2014, and Dave & Janice Mobbs have secured the Milton
Hill House in Steventon for this year’s event. The house is a Georgian manor house which regularly accommodates
events and weddings and is set in splendid grounds. An additional benefit with this venue is that it is a hotel with full
facilities and they have agreed to a special rate of only £50 for a double room with breakfast for two people, which
should benefit those members with further to travel.
As usual the event is open to club members, family and friends. For dinner dance tickets simply complete and return
the form at the end of the newsletter to Dave and Janice. To book room and breakfast you need to contact the hotel
directly – see details on the reverse of the form.

Annual Thames Valley Club Trophies
Please could the following members return the trophies they were awarded at the dinner dance in 2012 to Janice
Mobbs at 23 Orchard Way, Harwell, Didcot, OX11 0LQ, or bring them along to the next Club meeting at Englefield on
Wednesday 4th December to enable me to get them engraved for presentation at the dinner dance in February.
Pete Williams, Brad Murdock, David Mobbs, Nick Sanders, Phil Dyer, Jeff Saunders, Peter Fanshawe, Dave Leaver.
Also, we would appreciate it if the members below could attend this year’s dinner dance to receive their trophies as
judged and awarded at the Woodcote Rally this year.
John Webb, Pat Froom, Phil Dyer, David Leaver, Nick Sanders, Chris Stansbury
Thank you,
Janice Mobbs

Annual Membership Renewals
It’s nearly the end of the year already, which means it’s time to return annual renewal subs. Dave Fisher, our new
membership secretary, is eagerly awaiting a ton of paperwork, so if you could complete and return the enclosed
renewal form straight away then he can figure out all he needs to do to ensure all renewals go through as smoothly
as possible. Also, best to get the renewal out before our minds all turn to Christmas thoughts.
To simplify the process Dave has asked members not to return their white membership cards, but simply complete
and return the renewal form with cheque. If you want an NFU public liability insurance card for stationary engines
and implements (not road going vehicles) then enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope and Dave will send one.

AGM
Notice of Annual General Meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th February at 8.30pm in the Englefield Social Club.
Please find enclosed a copy of the agenda and also the minutes from the last AGM. If anyone cannot make the AGM,
but has something they would like raised, then please contact me by 15th Jan.

A Message from Our Chairman
As we near the end of 2013, we can reflect on how fortunate we were with the weather this year, remembering the
endless list of cancelled events of last year, to then attend those same events in record heat and with the ground so
dry that everything was covered in dust this year, quite a change.
Our thanks go out to all who have helped to make the years events happen such as the Road Run, the working displays
at Woodcote and Newbury and the Club Ploughing match. Now we look forward to Christmas and the annual dinner
dance at it’s new venue before it all happens again in the new year.
Planning next year’s events is already underway including lining up events/speakers for the Englefield club nights
following the increased attendance seen this year. We have the AGM on February 5th, so please do make an effort to
come along as this is a chance to formally review the year, have your say and start shaping the year ahead.
I’d like to wish all members a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year’s.
Peter Fanshawe, Chairman.

End of the Year
We have no For Sale section this issue, though everything I listed last issue sold within a fortnight of the newsletter
going out, yes even my old caravan, I’m not sure who is happiest between my wife and neighbours.
If you’ve got a story to tell, a photo to show off or just want to air something then please feel free to send me the
details by email or Royal Mail and I’ll happily hold it for future newsletters.
I hope you’ve enjoyed my newsletter ramblings over the year and welcome feedback about it or the new website and
look forward to catching up at the dinner dance and AGM in the New Year.
Wishing all a Merry Christmas and happy New Year.
Regards,
Dan Wood, Secretary.
Tel: 01235-519-043 / 07887-597-980
Email: DanRWood@live.co.uk
Address: 42 Edinburgh Drive, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7HT

NVTEC Thames Valley
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 5th February 2014, Englefield Social Club
AGENDA:
1.

Apologies for absence

2.

Minutes of AGM 6th February 2013 (see over) – Confirmation and matters arising

3.

Chairman's report

4.

Treasurer’s report

5.

Membership Secretaries report

6.

Election of committee for the year

7.

Other business
To include - Should NVTEC Thames Valley Group go ‘Limited by Guarantee’?

Notes:
 At time of printing, no current committee members have indicated they are not willing
to stand for re-election
 Anyone unable to attend and wishing to propose/second/vote for candidates for
committee or raise Other Business items must contact me by 15th January for details.

Dan Wood
Group Secretary, December 2013

NVTEC
Thames Valley
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held 6th February 2013 at Englefield
Members present: 24
1.

Apologies;

Richard Elliott

2.

Minutes of AGM: l.2.l2:
Confirmed.
Matters arising: website no progress to report

3.

Chairman's report
The Chairman gave details of the year's main events, many of which were
adversely affected by the weather. Annual dinner, Burghfield ploughing
match, MERL, Dorset, Club ploughing match, Newbury Show, road runs.
Waterlogged fields resulted in Woodcote Rally being cancelled for the first
time in 49 years.
The Chairman expressed his thanks to everyone involved in making a
success of the year's events.

4.

Treasurer
Balance at 31.12.12 £5465.72. The Treasurer answered questions over
the Statement of Accounts, which is filed with these minutes.

5.

Membership Secretaries
On 31st December 2012, we had a total of 145 members, but on 6th
February 2013 the total members was 107. Membership details filed with
these minutes. Along with membership renewals £155 has been received
in donations.

6.

Election of new Committee

The following Committee members expressed a wish to stand down: Andrew
Townsend, Norman Bollon, Carol and Derek Yates, Ron Moore.
The new committee is:
Peter Fanshawe
Pat Froom
Dan Wood
Dave Fisher
Bernard Winnington
Roger Hannington

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Membership Secretary
Safety
Treasurer

7.
Other business
David and Janice expressed their willingness to continue organising the Club
ploughing match and the annual dinner. Gary Cresswell would like to continue
being responsible for our road runs.
Ron Moore, Outgoing secretary
February 2013

NVTEC Thames Valley
Annual Dinner Dance
Saturday 1st February 2014
Milton Hill House, Steventon, Oxon, OX13 6AF
7.00pm for 7.30pm
Event: The annual dinner dance for club members, family & friends, now at a new venue for a first class meal in
the stunning grounds of Milton Hill House with music by DJ Guy Champion. See over for accommodation details.

Menu: Choice of starter, main and dessert
Starter
Main
Cream of Vine Tomato Soup
Pan fried Supreme of Chicken
finished with herb croutons
served with crushed potatoes and a wild
& basil oil (v)
mushroom sauce
Chicken Liver Parfait
Slow roasted belly of pork
served with toasted brioche & red
with crispy crackling
onion marmalade
finished with a grain mustard sauce
Beef tomato & Mozzarella Salad
Tortellini fromaggio with five cheeses
with a rocket salad and basil
served with creme fraiche, garlic and
dressing (v)
rocket (v)
AII main courses served with fresh vegetables, Tea & Coffee also provided.

Dessert
Glazed Lemon Tart
served with Raspberry Sauce
Vanilla Cheesecake
with Chocolate Straw
Fresh Fruit Salad
with cream

Cost: £28 per head

Music: DJ Guy Champion providing music for dancing and easy listening

Please donate and bring a raffle prize on the evening
Cut here

Cut here

Fresh Fruit Salad

Vanilla Cheesecake

Lemon Tart

Dessert

Tortallini (v)

Pan Fried Chicken

Main

Tomato & Mozz Salad

Chicken Liver Parfait

Names

Tomato Soup (v)

Please complete guest names below
and mark 1 box to select choice of starter,
main & dessert for each guest

Starter

Slow Roast Belly Pork

Dinner Dance ticket order form - Return by 3rd Jan 2014

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
Cheques made payable to NVTEC Thames Valley Group, Return to Janice Mobbs, 23 Orchard Way, Harwell, Didcot,
OX11 0LQ. Tel. 01235-820-352 or 07885-401-945 by 3rd January 2014

NVTEC Thames Valley
Annual Dinner Dance
Saturday 1st February 2014
Milton Hill House, Steventon, Oxon, OX13 6AF
7.00pm for 7.30pm
Special Offer: The hotel have kindly
agreed a special rate for people
attending the dinner dance…

£50 per double room
with breakfast for two
To reserve a room please contact
the hotel directly on 01235-825-717
and quote “Tractor Club Dinner
Dance”
Accommodation must be booked
directly with the hotel and not via
Janice Mobbs, you must pay by card at the time of booking, check-in from 2pm, check-out
11am.

The National Vintage Tractor and Engine Club

Renewal Form 2014
Your subscription to the NVTEC is now due for 2014.
Please complete the form and return to the address below.
Also enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope if you would like an NFU public liability card.

Your renewal form must be received by 31st January 2014 so that all renewals are processed
before the AGM.
The membership year Is January 1st to December 31st
Return to:- Mr D Fisher, Wayside, Whitehall Lane, Checkendon, Reading, RG8 0TN. Tel: 01491 681607

Help the Club, Please Renew Promptly
Please Print (In the case of joint or family membership, please give all names)
Name:-

Names of child members (Under 13)

Address:-

Post Code:Telephone Number:E-Mail address:-

Please note the fees below are basic fees. Local Groups may charge extra for membership.
Please make cheques payable to NVTEC (Thames Valley Group)
Individual full membership
Joint Membership
Individual Senior Citizen
Joint Senior Citizen
Individual Junior
For Ages 13-16 Or 18 If In Full Time Education
Family Membership
Parents Or Guardians And Up To 3 Children Under 13 Years Of Age.

£14.50
£16.50
£12.50
£14.50
£12.50
£18.50

Note: No Insurance Is Available For Children

Donation
Individual Overseas Membership
Total Remittance Enclosed

£

All members receive Public Liability Insurance as part of their Membership.
(e.g. Stationary Engines and Static Agricultural Displays). This does not cover the Road Traffic Act, i.e. Mechanically
Propelled Vehicles (e.g. Tractors) Enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope if you would like the card.
I agree to abide by NVTEC rules, and agree to my details being stored electronically by the NVTEC for the purposes of
administering the Club only.
SIGNATURE - BOTH TO SIGN IF JOINT MEMBERS

1)………………………………….………………….. 2)…….…………………………………………………
For official use only:
Membership Number……………………….. Date paid and advised to Treasurer:

/

/

