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Main Photo: Jamie Raggett making the most of the Bucklebury Ford in the autumn road run

Welcome
Being the start of a new year it felt like a good time to tweak the look of the
newsletter, I appreciate your feedback as it continues to evolve, and would like to see
some more contributions from members - it’s your newsletter and it’d be great to
feature some of your stories - a restoration story? a ploughing story? anything you
think could be interesting to other members really, and if you have a couple of
pictures then even better. I’m more than happy to type up handwritten stories and
edit photos just send them to me.

News
Club nights - scheduled events
Following the growing popularity of the first Wednesday monthly club nights in
Englefield, we are trying to arrange some interesting events and have listed a

Club Nights
2014
Club night agenda
for the first
Wednesday of each
month…
5th March
Quiz night with
Colin
9th April
Rural Crime Team
speaker

provisional schedule on the right of this page. As events get booked or change this
will be updated in newsletters, though the latest version will be available on the club
website www.nvtec-thames.co.uk

Club events in 2014
You’ll find a handy weekend plan on the back cover of this newsletter with a

summary of the key club and local events. Please get in contact if you’d like us to
mention or support your event.
Ploughing practice day Sunday 23rd March - Derek Davis has kindly offered the use
of his land for club members to have a practice day - simply bring along your own
tractor and plough to get some quiet season practice in. For the novices, some of our
more experienced members will be on hand with friendly advice. See website or
Roger Hannington for location details.
Club Road-Run Sunday 18th May - 10am at Dave Fisher’s yard in Checkenden. Route
yet to be confirmed, but essentially the usual mix of country lanes and rural pubs.
Woodcote Rally 12th & 13th July - Again the club will be supporting the rally with a
working section, though there isn’t the space we had last year. More details to follow
in the next newsletter.

7th May
TBC
4th June
TBC
2nd July
Nick Sanders
Massey Harris
collection and BBQ,
7pm in Woodcote
6th August
TBC

3rd September
TBC
1st October
TBC

Newbury Show 20th & 21st September - The team at Newbury have asked us to put

5th November

on an even bigger display this year, so the Vintage Area will be moving to the South

TBC

West Corner of the site. This means that our working display can include moving

tractors with binders, rakes, etc. Planning is still in the early stages but more details
and entry forms will be in a future newsletter.
The 64th National Ploughing Championships 11th & 12th October will be held in the
Thames Valley this year - more details nearer the time.

3rd December
Englefield Xmas
Quiz
Any suggestions or
ideas welcome!

News cont...
Woodcote Rally Donation
Following the most successful rally ever, the Woodcote Rally team invited me to represent the club at their
awards evening where they presented a cheque for £1,500 to thank the club for all the efforts put into the
working tillage area and the working displays of previous years. During the evening they presented cheques
totalling £31,800 to local charities, schools, clubs and organisations as well as presenting their own trophies for
the various exhibitors from the show, with some of these being received by our club members. The last
presentation went to rear gunner Joe Williams who held the room in silence as he told his story of being shot
down in a Lancaster bomber over occupied Europe, being captured and then escaping. More recently he raised

funds to erect a permanent memorial at Beachy head to the 55,573 Lancaster bomber airmen who never
returned.

Gary Reynolds Open Day
On Sunday 16th February, Gary invited club members and friends to Burcot Farm where his collection of Tractors,
Lorries and Steam Roller were on show. There was a good turnout of members who enjoyed the day, even the
weather was the best day of the year so far. Tea, coffee and biscuits were served by Janice Mobbs. Many thanks
to Gary for allowing us to see his collection. [Report thanks to Janice Mobbs]

AGM
The February club night held a well attended and enthusiastic AGM. We welcome Chris Beasley to the
committee as the new Events Officer, while Bernard Winnington stepped down as Safety Officer with Colin
Quinton succeeding him in the role. Safety and insurance issues were considerable talking points, so there’s a
section in this newsletter to try and help answer some of the questions raised that evening. Of course you will
also find a full copy of the minutes from the AGM later in the newsletter.

Website & Facebook
Don’t forget the latest events news and
photos are available on the club
website. For those on Facebook we also
have a Facebook group to get the latest
news as it happens. The website also
holds more photos than I can print in
the quarterly newsletters and has
copies

of

membership

application

forms, ploughing match entry forms and
directions or dinner dance ticket forms
nearer those events.

WWW.NVTEC-THAMES.CO.UK

Autumn Road Run
On Sunday the 17th November, club members and their
tractors assembled at Jim Balsdon’s Farm near Bradfield for the
autumn road run. The forecast had suggested the day would
be overcast and damp without sun or rain and it was spot on,
however, all were in fine spirits when realising the Beasley
family had turned up with BBQ equipment to ensure all on the
run had a good fill of bacon butty served with hot coffee, a
perfect start to the day.

With most the tractors assembled we
realised an all too familiar déjà vu – Mr
Fanshawe had broken down, except this
time he hadn’t made it to the start
before the road run gremlins had got to
him. He, Colin and Dereck missed the
run while recovering an upset Fordson
Major.

The rest of the runners set off on another new route picked out by Gary
Cresswell. The autumn leaves were still in fine colour and the route
was varied and interesting, though he couldn’t resist popping by the
Bradfield ford for a quick dip, which wasn’t nearly as swollen as it had
been during May’s run. Lunch had been pre-ordered and most had a
roast at a really nice pub, though I forgot the name as not one I’d been
to before.

The lunch stop also provided an
opportunity for the passengers on

the trailer behind me to appreciate
the fine speckling of oil that had
sprayed from the exhaust – seems
my Nuffield thinks it’s a Marshall at
times.
Our thanks go to Gary & Karen for
organising, Jim for hosting and the
Beasleys for breakfast.
.

Spring Road Run will be Sunday 18th May
Dave Fisher’s Yard, Checkenden

Safety and Insurance
Following interest at the AGM, I have taken steps to investigate and try to understand the situation and how it affects our
club. I must point out that I am not a lawyer so the following comments are my own private thoughts and understanding
based on the advice I have received from others more qualified. You may well know better, and if so, please get in touch.
Safety – Colin Quinton was elected to succeed Bernard as club safety officer and he is currently in the process of working
through the various rule books and codes of practice to pull together a clear view of our policy which we will print in the
next newsletter, ahead of the main summer shows.
NFU Yellow Cards – these provide liability insurance to cover stationary exhibits at shows (stationary engines, farm
implements on display and display tractors not capable of running - those incomplete as under restoration or hedgerow
wrecks) but not anything that is self propelled with a seat – ie to take a tractor, Lister autotruck or anything that moves

along under it’s own power and you can ride it, then you need to have arranged your own insurance - Road Traffic Act
insurance – even if you never drive on the roads, it is a condition of entry at all rallys or events, including Woodcote and
Newbury, our ploughing match and any road run. If you wanted the NFU card and sent a stamped self addressed envelope
with your renewal payment then you should already have received this years card from Dave Fisher. The NFU cards also
provide public liability insurance for attending club events like the Englefield club nights.
Additional Public Liability Insurance – In addition to the NFU cards and your own RTA insurance we also take out event
insurance for shows, road-runs, etc., which is organised through the national club and also covered by NFU.
Company Limited by Guarantee – Many clubs and societies are taking the step of registering as a company limited by
guarantee as an extra level of protection. Our own NVTEC National Executive recommend all groups consider it and so
have the Federation of British Historical Vehicles (NVTEC is a member). The following summaries are largely based on their
investigations through multiple legal advisors and their own experience from their respective local groups:What it is – If a member of the public were involved in an accident at any club event and with solicitors pushing their clients
to sue for every eventuality, then as we are a club we currently have unlimited liability which is why we take all the
insurances listed above, however, if for some reason our insurers refused to cover a claim, then there is a remote possibility
that a court could hold every NVTEC member liable to a share of the cost of the damages they award.
Why do it – By registering as a company limited by guarantee it further reduces the risk of this happening – note company
limited by guarantee is not devolved from liability, but it makes it less likely to happen since the club or company is

established as a legal entity which takes the liability. But if wrong doing can be proved then personal liability still applies.
What does it involve – Completing and submitting a load of forms with a fee to Companies House would establish our club
as a company limited by guarantee – the fees are less than £50. We would then need to submit an annual registration and
annual accounts – I don’t have an estimate for the cost of this, but as it would be an annual cost we would likely need to
reflect that by raising the membership fees with each £100 cost being a £1 per membership rise.
What about the other NVTEC Groups – The issue was raised last year and it turns out that only West Midlands have already
done it, while North Somerset had looked into it and decided against it, others felt it had no benefit or hadn’t considered it
yet. The national executive voted against doing it themselves as they don’t run events, however, their recommendation is

still that the groups do it as “for little cost or effort it adds a further insurance policy which does little harm, and may be of
huge benefit”.
In summary, it is an additional cost and some extra paperwork to add a further level of insurance to our already adequate
NFU insurances, though despite this few other NVTEC groups have made the change as they don’t feel it worth it. It’s our
club and our decision, so letters to the editor with your comments please? All responses received by the end of March will
be shared at the next committee meeting and I’d like to feature an update in the next newsletter.

3rd Annual Tractor Run Fly-In
Sunday the 29th December saw 55 tractors and 5 other vehicles turnout for the third road run starting from the
Chiltern Park Aerodrome. The run raised £450 for the Air Ambulance and I hear was a great run on a gloriously
sunny, if a little fresh, day. All credit to Geoff Pratt and team for organising the event.

Geoff says he is planning another run in the summer

For Sale / Wanted
For Sale: 3 seat
potato planter
and an old
pattern tyre/tube
£offers
Wanted: a large
anvil for workshop - anyone
selling one?
Contact Nick
Sanders on
07879-414-276
for all the above.

Dinner Dance
Dave and Janice Mobbs had been a little
worried when Drayton Golf Club had been
unable to confirm our usual booking following
management changes, so after a deal of
searching they moved the dinner dance to a
new location at Milton Hill House. This, as it
turned out, was a change for the better as the
new venue provided a first class meal with full

table service and, for those guests who
wanted, it offered discounted room and
breakfast.

Chairman Peter thanking Dave & Janice Mobbs for organising

The new venue must have appealed
as all tickets had sold out by early
January. All of the guests I have
spoken to have said how much they
enjoyed the evening and the new
venue, sentiments echoed at the
AGM the following week.
The evening kicked off with some
drinks around the bar before
settling for the meal.

After the

meal Jim Balsdon presented the
Club Trophies to the winners as
judged at this years Woodcote
Rally, and the Rose Bowl which
Carol Yates receiving the Rose Bowl
for services to the club

went to Carol Yates for services to
the club.

Pat Froom and Phil Dyer receiving their cups

Janice helping Jim Balsdon present
the club trophies

Nick Sanders - best 701 bailer

Not Chris Stansbury, yet graciously accepting the cup on his behalf

The raffle seemed to go well and the venue had generously donated dinner bed and breakfast for two which was

raffled to raise funds for the club and won by Ray Collins. Then DJ Guy Champion took over the rest of the
evening with a disco.
Our thanks to Dave & Janice for organising another great dinner dance, Jim Balsdon for presenting the trophies,
DJ Guy Champion, all who helped with the raffles and the staff at Milton Hill.

The raffle was popular

Some of the raffle ticket helpers

Next Dinner Dance Sat 21st Feb 2015

NVTEC Thames Valley
Minutes of Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 5th February 2014, Englefield Social Club
Members present: 30
1. Apologies for absence: Pat Froom, Colin Quinton
2. Minutes of AGM 6th February 2013: Confirmed with no matters arising
3. Chairman's report: Peter Fanshawe started by giving out trophies not presented at the Dinner Dance before
summarising the years events – the glorious summer had made for very successful rallys and road-runs and not only did we
return to Woodcote Rally this year, but it happened to be one of the hottest weekends of the year and a most enjoyable rally
for all with the extra special anniversary events and working tillage area. A very good year was then topped off by the Dinner
Dance at a new venue – members commented how good the new venue was and requested to return to Milton Hill again
next year. Peter then said we were all looking ahead to 2014 rallys and events, particularly Newbury show with a larger
Vintage Area and the 64th National Ploughing Championships on the 11th & 12th October being held in the Thames Valley
area.
4. Treasurer’s report: Roger Hannington gave a detailed statement of accounts, overall the balance stands at
£6,978.35 (December 2013). This is up considerably thanks to the generous donation by the Woodcote Rally.
5. Membership Secretaries report: Dave Fisher reported 106 memberships already paid for the year with only 6
members from last year having not yet renewed. Members suggested he consider a financial incentive to encourage early
renewal such as a £5 surcharge for late (after Jan) renewals.
6. Election of committee for the year: Bernard Winnington asked to step down as safety officer though he offered
to continue to assist on the committee. Chris Beasley joined the committee as Events Officer.
The 2014 committee is:
Peter Fanshawe
Pat Froom
Dan Wood
Dave Fisher
Colin Quinton
Roger Hannington
Chris Beasley
Bernard Winnington

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Membership Secretary
Safety
Treasurer
Events
Assisting Safety & Events

7. Other business:
Should NVTEC Thames Valley Group go ‘Limited by Guarantee’, the clubs Health & Safety policy and insurance coverage
were all questioned – it was felt best to raise these to Colin Quinton to review with high priority.
Club members would like club branded clothing and merchandise – to be investigated by the committee.
Dave Mobbs offered to book the Dinner Dance again next year at the same venue and confirmed the club ploughing match
will be at Drayton St Leonard on the second Sunday in September.
An enthusiastic meeting then closed.

Dan Wood
Group Secretary, February 2014

LIST OF FORTHCOMING PLOUGHING MATCHES FOR 2014
5th April 2014 Bath & Trowbridge Ploughing Society
Little Chalfield, Melksham SN11 8NP
Sec: Celia Gay, Park Farm, Newton St.Loe, Bath BA2 9JA Entries by 29th March 2014
Tel.No 01225 874312 - 07799 472268 E.Mail: celia@newtonfarmfoods.co.uk
6th April 2014 Memorial Ploughing Match
New Wolverton Farm, Shorwell, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 3LH
Sec: Karen Sheath - 07922 783091 E.Mail: karen@memorialploughingmatch.co.uk
12th April 2014 The White Horse Ploughing Society
Rowde Manor Farm, Conscience Lane, Rowde, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 2NQ
Training Day only from 10 am (Camping Available)
13th April 2014 Venue As above - Entries close Saturday 5th April 2014
Return entry form including entry fee and proof of Insurance payable to White Horse Ploughing Society. Kemps Leaze Barn 255d Hill
Street Hilprton, Trowbridge Wiltshire BA14 7RS
14th September 2014 NVTEC Thames Valley Ploughing Match
Includes Qualifier for Wiltshire & Berkshire
Drayton House Farm, Drayton St. Leonard, Oxon OX10 7BG by kind permission of the Emmett Family
Sec: Janice & David Mobbs,23 Orchard Way, Harwell, Didcot Oxon OX11 OLQ
Tel.No. 01235.820352 - Mobile 07885.401945 E.Mail: janicemobbs@btinternet.com
21st September 2014 Steventon & District Ploughing Match Venue: to be advised
Sec: Derek Springett Tel.No.07515.557098 E.Mail: Derek@destrailerservices.co. uk
27th September 2014 Fairford, Faringdon, Filkins & Burford Ploughing Society
Shifford, Manor Farm, Old Shifford, Witney, Oxon OX29 7QS
Sec: Megan Saunders - 01993 851139
29th September 2014 Surrey County Agricultural Society
Loseley Park, Guildford, Surrey
Sec: Andrea Hill - Tel.No. 01483 890810
4th October 2014 Basingstoke & District Agricultural Society
Basingstoke. Hampshire Sec: Joanna Mannington - Tel.No. 01962 773286
4th October 2014 Salisbury & District Agricultural Club
Vineys Farm, Amesbury, Wiltshire
Sec: Alison Snook - Tel.No. 01722 426860
11th & 12th October 2014 - 64 British National Ploughing Championships Country Festival
Wootton St.Lawrence, Basingstoke, Hampshire Tel.No. 01302 852469 - info@ploughmen.co.uk www.ploughmen.co.uk
5th October 2014 Henley & District Agricultural Association

Contact
For any questions, event
listings , stories or for sale
for the newsletter or website then please get in
touch…

Dan Wood, Secretary
42 Edinburgh Drive,
Didcot,
OX11 7HT

Bishopsland, Dunsden Green, Reading, Berks RG4 9NR
Sec: Jo Taylor - Tel.No.01491 413619
18th October 2014 Newbury & District Agricultural Society
Englefield Estate, Theale (off A4) Berkshire

01235-519-043
07887-597-980
danrwood@live.co.uk

Sec: Rebecca Elvin - Tel.No. 01635 247111
Check Website for all Banbury & District Vintage Ploughing Society for their Venues and fixtures.
Ploughing match details kindly provided by Janice Mobbs

Visit the web site
www.nvtec-thames.co.uk

2014 Events Guide
Please see the website www.nvtec-thames.co.uk for the latest events news and contact the editor to add your event

Sat
A quick quide to help plan your weekends (NVTEC Club events in Yellow, Bank Holidays in Green)
01-Mar
Malvern Show
08-Mar
15-Mar
22-Mar
NVTEC Plough Practice Day
29-Mar
05-Apr Patrick Edwards / Bath & Trowbridge Ploughing Sodbury Sortout Newbury / Isle of Wight Ploughing
12-Apr
Enstone Sale at Oakley Airfield not Enstone
National NVTEC AGM
19-Apr
26-Apr
03-May
10-May
17-May
NVTEC Road Run
24-May
31-May
07-Jun
Stoke Row Rally
14-Jun
21-Jun
28-Jun
Strawberrys & Steam / Banbury
Banbury Bloxham Rally
05-Jul
Priestwood Rally
12-Jul
Woodcote Rally
19-Jul
Ducklington Rally
26-Jul
02-Aug
Shabbington Rally
09-Aug
16-Aug
23-Aug
30-Aug
Great Dorset Steam Fair
06-Sep
13-Sep
NVTEC Thames Ploughing Match
20-Sep
Newbury Show
27-Sep
3F's Plough Match
04-Oct Patrick Edwards / Basingstoke & Salisbury Plough
Henley plough / Sodbury Sortout Newbury
11-Oct
64th National Ploughing Championships @ Wootton St Lawrence nr. Basingstoke
18-Oct
Newbury & District Match
25-Oct
01-Nov
08-Nov
Enstone Sale at Oakley Airfield not Enstone
15-Nov
22-Nov
29-Nov
06-Dec
13-Dec
20-Dec
27-Dec
Up to the minute events, corrections and cancellations available on the website

Sun
02-Mar
09-Mar
16-Mar
23-Mar
30-Mar
06-Apr
13-Apr
20-Apr
27-Apr
04-May
11-May
18-May
25-May
01-Jun
08-Jun
15-Jun
22-Jun
29-Jun
06-Jul
13-Jul
20-Jul
27-Jul
03-Aug
10-Aug
17-Aug
24-Aug
31-Aug
07-Sep
14-Sep
21-Sep
28-Sep
05-Oct
12-Oct
19-Oct
26-Oct
02-Nov
09-Nov
16-Nov
23-Nov
30-Nov
07-Dec
14-Dec
21-Dec
28-Dec

WWW.NVTEC-THAMES.CO.UK

