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Club Secretary / Editors Welcome
Welcome to another newsletter. As we’re just at the start of the summer show season
you’ll find a couple of entry forms for autumn events and a guide to the judging criteria
for the Woodcote Rally club trophies, along with a round up of all the club events so far
this year.
Woodcote working area – As usual the club will help out the Woodcote Rally working
area demonstration with all club members welcome to get involved. We provide tea and biscuits in the club tent and
welcome members and family to drop in for a chat or rest. The tent also provides a chance to engage the public and
sign-up new members so having club members around to support this really helps. Anyone wanting to help for an
hour or two in the working display will be more than welcome to save shutting down whenever the usual

demonstrators fancy a trip to the beer tent.
Ploughing Match – Roger is organising the ploughing match this year, more details and entry form towards the back of
the newsletter. It would be great to see more club members along to the match this year following the successful
ploughing practice days held recently.
Newbury Show – This years show will be much the same as last year where we will again have the larger display area
near the A34 entrance. We are taking entries for static show tractors, working display tractors and implements,
stationary engines and the bigger threshing drum and saw bench displays. There will be a change to camping this year
in that the exhibitor camping area across the main road from the main entrance is in crop so needs to move, but I do

not know where it’s going yet. The camping and lorry parking area next to our display area is set to be available again
this year. Any questions catch me on a club night or at one of the summer shows.
Best Regards, Dan Wood.

Congratulations Peter and Mary
For anyone who doesn’t know, they got married on the first weekend in April

Events Officer Report
We’ve had a few events since my last report and quite a lot more planned before the rally season
kicks off. The one’s we have done are as follows.
On the 29th March we had a ploughing practice at Sulhamstead organised by Roger but
unfortunately we woke to a morning of torrential rain that didn’t ease off until late afternoon.
Although not cancelled, only four members ventured out.
On the 19th of April we had another ploughing practice organised by Keith and Christine White, on Eric Denton’s field at
Mattingley, see report and photos in a few pages.
On the 25th April we were again at Thackhams Farm for the barn dance and what a fantastic night it was, enjoyed by all

who attended and by the comments on the night and since its an event that needs to be repeated.
By the time you read this, we will have enjoyed the clubs road run and BBQ hosted by Nick and Angie at Woodcote. An
open evening and BBQ at Brad Murdoch’s farm and attended Oxfordshire Young Farmers County Rally at Lord and Lady
McAlpine’s at Fawley Hill.
Reports to follow in the next newsletter. To keep up to date with events, like us on Facebook @ NVTEC Thames Valley
Group where pictures and upcoming events are posted regularly.
Thanks for your support, Chris Beasley .

Friday 5th June - Sealed bid sale of old tractors, lorrys, etc at Langley Field Farm, Chalgrove OX44 7SL
Said to be an interesting old collection all going to sealed bids with viewing on a Friday evening.
Contact Kevin Smith on 07768-020-607
I received a letter asking for support for the LoveUKeira Tractor Road
Trip in aid of childhood brain tumour research and awareness, taking
place across the South of England between the 10th and 31st August.
Three drivers will set off on an epic 700 mile journey with a
1961 Fordson Super Major and two 1958 Fordson Dextas towing
vintage showman’s wagons from the 1920’s era.
Further details of the event can be found at www.loveukeira.co.uk
There might be an opportunity for club members to join them for part
of their run
as they pass
from the
Thames
Valley going
from Fairford
through
Berks the
week before
August bank
holiday.

Club Road Run Sunday 17th May
On Sunday a fleet of 27 tractors (and Frances Rumsey’s Willis Jeep)
assembled at Nick and Angie Sanders yard in Woodcote ready for
the club’s summer road run.
There’s always one
who brings a tractor
with a flat battery
and this time it was
my Nuffield DM4,
having

used

not

been

since

last

year’s ploughing matches it refused to start. A jump from Peter Brockbank’s
35 got it off the lorry and a tow from Brad Murduck’s Fergie got me going
again for the start of the run. Otherwise all machines appeared to run
without
fault.
Mike
Crump
lead the

way on a
route
which
took

in

plenty of lanes and tracks, heading first towards South
Stoke before moving on through woodlands and fields
north of the A4074 and stopping for a pint in the Black
Horse pub. All suitably refreshed, the run headed on through Checkendon before dropping back through Woodcote and
returning to Nick’s Yard.

Nick’s

team

had

prepared a cracking
BBQ for all which
went

down

very

well after a rather
bumpy 20 odd mile
run had built up
quite a hunger. A
number of people
had also brought cakes and even homemade éclairs which well and truly
polished off any remaining hunger.
Many thanks to Nick and Angie for hosting and all involved in putting on
another thoroughly enjoyable run.

Plough Practice Day with kind permission of Derek Davis report Roger Hannington
Rain must have started in the early hours of the
morning and was still persistent at 9.30am. A small
group of members and four tractors, including my own,
left in a convoy from Pond House Farm to the nearby
field. The rain beat on our faces as we drove along the
winding lanes but it didn’t bother us at all, especially as
my tractor had a cab. We arrived just before 10am and
Andrew Quelch ploughed out two scratch lines, then
Peter Brockbank, Colin Quinton and myself marked out
some plots (many plots in expectation of the big
stampede of tractors to come). The rain had nicely
softened-up the ground but was remarkably dry, being
that typical Sulhamstead gravely soil (very good for
shining up those rusty mould boards left from last year). Andrew Quelch, Peter Brockbank and Gary Cresswell
were eager to start, with their siting posts in line
and ready for the off, I unfortunately still had my
Fordson Standard to start and unload. The rain was
beating down on the spark plugs and magneto,
making me think this is never going to go, but to my
surprise, after 10 minutes of swinging the handle
she sprang into life. My particular interest on the
day was to see how the newly purchased plough
was going to fair up. Pulling the rope to drop the
plough into the ploughing position, only to find the
land wheel was seized-up, thereby preventing
much action. Nevertheless, many hands gathered
round, those names that I have already mentioned
plus brother Brian, Pat Froom and Geoff Pratt and
between us (with lots of advice and a good heavy hammer) we made it work. I found three other alterations
needed to be made but with the inclement weather I thought it would be better to do this back in the barn.
Gary Cresswell has just purchased another Fergy and was keen to experiment with it. He too was having trouble
with the plough being not compatible with the tractor but before the day was out it all seemed to be running
better and I believe he also can make some adjustments back in his barn. Peter and Andrew were doing a
reasonable job and I am sure they must have benefited from the practice. The rain stayed with us all morning
but as soon as we left the field it stopped and the afternoon was very sunny.

Plough Practice Day at Keith White’s - report Chris Beasley
On the 19th of April was a bright sunny day and
another chance to practice your ploughing skills.
With over 25 tractors ploughing from novices on
both trailed and mounted ploughs being guided
and taught the skill by more experienced men
and the more professional ploughmen shining
their ploughs and honing their skills. In the afternoon it was open to anyone who fancied a go
with a different tractor or plough. The trailed

plough boys having a go with mounted ploughs
and the mounted boys having a go with trailed
ploughs. A bit like an excuse me dance. I say boys
because no females ventured out. Maybe next
time? Organised by Keith and Christine White, on
Eric Denton’s field at Mattingley. Refreshments
were provided by Christine and her merry team.
A big thank you to all.

Abbey Hill - Andy Beasley
We have just returned from Abbey Hill steam rally that was held over the
bank holiday weekend of the 1st – 4th May opening on Friday lunchtime
for local schools and continuing until Monday evening although a bit
windy and the odd shower it turned out to be a lovely weekend meeting
up with fellow club members Nick Sanders, David Aylward and Toby
Beasley all exhibiting their tractors.
Held on Yeovil showground there was something for everyone with over
160 tractors, ranging from a 1917 International Titan to a 1997 JCB
Fastrac.

100 stationary engines, steam, commercials, cars, motorbikes along with
rows and rows of auto-jumble and trade stands and a large area of
outside display of collectibles ranging from vintage hand tools, salt and
pepper pots, tin plate toys, cigarette cards and animal traps.
We were entertained daily in the beer tent by
bands and groups and even Elvis put in an
appearance on Sunday.
The normal rally food stands were available
on site but something I’ve never seen before
was a large carvery restaurant with a choice
of meats and veg for only £5.
In our camping area was a very large dip and
returning tractors in the evening strived to
drive them up this very steep gradient rather
than go around the flat easier way.
Not all the vehicles made it with the others
pushing their machines to a stall, was it the

tractor or was it the driver? who knows…
What I do know it was a great weekend and a great rally, well recommend.

Club trophies scored at Woodcote Rally
Each year the club gives out a number of trophies at the annual dinner dance, and for those newer members it
seemed a good idea to summarise what they are and how these are awarded, so that all members know how to
be in with a chance of winning.
There are five tractor class cups and one implement cup which are all judged at the Woodcote Rally. There is
also a cup for Stationary Engines, but Dave Leaver’s impressive display has meant this is more commonly known
as the Dave Leaver cup since he always wins it. The tractor cups are awarded for best pre-war (up to and
including 1939), war-time (1940-1945) and post-war (1946-1959) tractor, best classic (1960-1976 Qcab) and best
International (any age). Also judged is the best tractor implement (any age). Please note that the year bandings

are manufacture year of the tractor being judged and not years the model was in production as per ploughing
matches.
The judges are club members and are selected at the show. Obviously they are not allowed to judge a class in
which they have an entry. This is quite a challenging job not least since the number of good quality entries but
many of them are spread around the show and some may not have numbers clearly fixed to the tractors.
The judges scorecard:Entry is open to any club member provided their entry was entered into the Woodcote rally in time for the

program – late entries not in the program are too hard to find so excluded. Also, new club joiners at the show
are too difficult to manage so excluded that year.
The judges record the program number, tractor make and model and then start scoring points based on the
following categories:Appearance – points awarded out of 70 whereby either a concourse restoration or impeccable original paint
preservation will score very highly. A well restored or reasonable original condition entry will collect a fair
number of points while a tatty, half-painted or wrong painted tractor will get few points. This section has the
most points on offer and sets the initial standing.
Information bonus points – a tractor with a sheet detailing known history and or a few details about the tractor
could get up to 10 bonus points. Club branded exhibit logs are available from me so there’s no excuse for not
having any info displayed.
Rare tractors also get bonus points as this encourages a greater range to be displayed which is in the interest of
the viewing public.
Implements bring yet more bonus points – having an age suitable implement to show what the tractor might
have been used for adds context for the public and considerable bonus points for the exhibitor – a large and rare

implement could earn 10 points while a small common implement like a trailer, plough, or transport box could
still earn 5 points.
The judge then totals the points accumulated which should be out of a maximum 100 and see which tractor has
the most points. In the case of a tie or very close result the judge will re-review those tractors to decide the
winner. Making a little effort to display information and bring an implement could make all the difference when
the points are totalled.

Barn Dance - Andy Beasley
On Saturday 25th April over 170 tractor club members, family
and friends all congregated at Thackhams Farm, Mattingley for
the clubs first but no means last barn dance.
Work started the previous Wednesday evening to clear the barn
in preparation for the upcoming dance, as the farm is very much
a working farm there was a lot to move and find temporary new
homes for but with Keith’s guidance and dedicated keen helpers
it was finished by nightfall just leaving the sweeping for the next
evening and Keith to clear the yard. On Saturday morning the
tables, chairs and stage were positioned along with the bar and
kitchen. By 6.00 in the evening the smoking shelter and all the signage for the car park etc. was all ready and finished. At
7:30pm the band burst into life and with an encouraging lady caller coached the first few dancers onto the floor, no need
for experience as she taught you the dance as we went along. It was great fun swinging this way and that way ducking and
twisting to the left and to the right (especially if your forgot which was left and which was right) and I mustn’t forget the
inning and outing. At 8:30 the dinner gong rang and a hot jacket potato with chilli or beans both served with cheese and
coleslaw was enjoyed by all served by Lorraine, Pauline, Nick and team in a very organised production line. You weren’t
kept waiting long! Whilst enjoying our food raffle tickets
were sold and drawn with a large array of prizes on offer.
At 9:30 the band once again burst into life, by this time

everyone seemed a little more experienced at dancing or
just a little more merrier as the dancefloor was packed
and continued like this until midnight. Where had the
evening gone? For those who needed a breather, Keith
had organised in his new tractor shed an impressive
display of Fordsons through the years ranging from an
early 1926 model F up to a more recent mid 60’s super
major.

In conclusion of this, everyone had a lovely

evening with good food, good drink, and great
entertainment. Can’t wait for the next one!

Pauline’s barn dance report
Oh what a night, the Barn Dance was a great success, well at least that’s my opinion. It took a lot of hard work to organise
it but I am sure all were pleased with the outcome. While going around the tables collecting the litter, many people said
they enjoyed it, especially the food which was nice and went down well, so thanks to Lorraine and family for working so
hard to make it a success. I have been to socials before and I have never seen a dance floor fill up so quick. What a work
out, I’ve never done barn dancing before. I was going left instead of right and right instead of left, but nobody minded.
Everyone laughing and enjoying the fun, trying to remember each move. Thank you to Keith and Christine for letting us use

your Barn. Report by Pauline Higgs.

Vice-chairman’s report
Hi everybody, by the time this newsletter drops through your letterbox we’ll be into summer with
the rally season well and truly in full swing and I hope we’ll all be basking in the sun.
In my last report we requested if anyone fancied taking on the challenge of organising the clubs
annual dinner dance, the gauntlet was taken on by Angie Sanders and my wife Lorraine who
together investigated and inspected appropriate venues in the area deciding on the Hilton hotel in Reading just off of
junction 11 M4. They have booked the venue and agreed the menu which will be advertised nearer the time they have
also negotiated a reduced room rate details to follow. The date you need to keep clear to tell all your family and friends is
16th January 2016 a three course meal followed by tea/coffee and dancing until 1am all for the price of £30.
The club is continuing to do well, we have just invested in a small box trailer to store and move all our equipment (tables,

chairs and tent) and three new large banners promoting ourselves and encouraging any new members to join. If you are
going to a show or rally please feel free to borrow one. On this note we are looking for members to man the tent for an
hour or two at the rally’s so as not to burden the same people all day.
Lastly I would like to thank everyone who was involved in the barn dance, a fantastic evening, look forward to the next one.
See you soon, Andy Beasley .

Happy 80th Birthday
to Dave Mobbs

Don’t forget the two

best events of the year...
Stoke Row Steam Rally
on 20th and 21st June
Woodcote Rally on
11th and 12th July

Wondering what to
do with the
redundant tax disc
holder on your
tractor now you

don’t get tax discs,
simply cut out one
of these to help
advertise our club.
Thanks to Derek
Webb for the idea.

NVTEC Thames Valley Group
Annual Ploughing Match 2015
Sunday 13th September
Venue: Hartley Court Farm, Three Mile Cross, Reading RG7 1NH .

By kind permission of the
Hewison family.
Entry fee £10 (includes
lunch) - Cheques payable
to “N.V.T.E.C. Thames
Valley Group”
Members trophies to be
awarded on the day

PLEASE BRING A
RAFFLE PRIZE ON
THE DAY ENTRIES
BY 31st AUGUST
Directions: The site is
extremely close to the M4
junction 11 - see map to
the left.

Return to Roger & Frances Hannington, Pond House Farm, Burghfield, Reading, RG30 3SE 0118-983-2230 07720-760-892
Name:

Tractor:

C1. Trailed Plough  (production pre 1960)

Address:

Year:

C2. Hydraulic

 (production pre 1960)

C3. Novice

 (not won a match before)

Postcode:

Plough:

C4. Classic

 (1960~1976 pre Q-cab)

Phone:

Furrows:

C5. Open Class

 (for non members)

Mobile:

C6. Ferguson TE20 (Ferguson plough)

Email:

C7. Horticultural



DECLARATION – I declare that, for the duration of this event, my entries will be the subject of a Road Traffic Act Third Party Insurance
Policy as a minimum £5m public liability. I understand that neither the organisers nor the owners of the land accept any liability whatsoever
for an damage or personal injury howsoever caused.
I AGREE TO THE CONDITIONS OF ENTRY TO THE MATCH AND WILL COMPLY WITH ALL SAFETY POLICY
PLEASE SIGN HERE:

DATE:

Happy 90th Birthday to
Bernard Winnington
Hope you had a fantastic day with family and friends on May 20th

2015 NATIONAL VINTAGE AREA
FINALS
(to select qualifiers for the 2016 British National Ploughing Championships)

Official Entry Form
Area Final …. WILTSHIRE & BERKSHIRE

to be held within the NVTEC Thames Valley Group Match

NOTES:
1.Competitors must provide proof of the age of the tractor if requested to do so.
2.Trailing Class - model of tractor to have been in production before 31st December 1959
3.Mounted Class - plough and model of tractor to have been in production prior to 31st December 1959.
Plough bodies to have been in production before 31st December 1959.
4.Classic Class - All models of tractor must have been produced without a Q-Cab (approximately 1976)
All competitors must have minimum of third party insurance cover.
Return to Return to Roger & Frances Hannington, Pond House Farm, Burghfield, Reading, RG30 3SE - 0118 9832230 or 07720
760892
Name:

Tractor

Address:

Make:

Postcode:

Plough:

Telephone:

Make:

CLASS:

TRAILING PLOUGHS

/

MOUNTED PLOUGHS

/

Model:

Year:

Model:

Year:

CLASSIC PLOUGHS (please delete inapplicable)

I have read the rules and regulations of the Society of Ploughmen and Vintage requirements and I agree to observe and be bound by
them
SIGNED:

DATE:

For Sale / Wanted
Ferguson Chop Saw £400 ono
Gary Cresswell - 07702-041-165

Ferguson TE20—1951
Petrol/Paraffin, complete engine rebuild, New Tyres/Lights, Pickup
Hitch, Good Paintwork, Registered and Taxed £2,200
Caravan Accessories—all in excellent condition
Bracot Porch Awning little use with curtains/matting £250 ono
Strong Caravan Steps £35
Television Ariel £40
Waste Disposal Container £35
Aouaroll 40 ltr Water Container with carry handle and pipes £30
Dave & Janice Mobbs - 01235-820-352 or 07885-401-945

Jack French - Tractors and Stationary engines - 07833-383-700
Farmall BMD requires some work £3500. International super bwd6 runs but requires some work £4500. Case LA good
condition £4500. International TD6 lots of new parts £2750 International 10/20 for total restoration comes with all parts
including brand new wings £1800. Allis Chalmers model U £3500 barn stored.
Also, Stationary engines for sale large collection £1500 the lot or call for individual prices. Also Loughborough college engine
£5000 ONO.

Fordson Elite 2 furrow trailer plough

Nick Sanders

Brian Borsberry 01189-724-638

Converted to 2 handles rather than 1 and a
ratchet for more adjustment - offers.

07879-414-276

Ransomes plough parts YL40,
YL62, Fergie Shears, 600-16
wheel+tyre, 9hole drawbar, fixed
skimmers and 1950’s Atco
Mower. Also, Lathe, Milling
Machine & Fly Press - industrial
sized but converted to 240v.
Require collection with serious
equipment. - phone full details

Chris Beasley 07990-611-640

Contact
WANTED!
Anything Fordson Standard related
A Fordson Dexta belt pulley
Chris Beasley 07990-611-640

Dan Wood, Secretary
42 Edinburgh Drive,
Didcot,
OX11 7HT
01235-519-043
07887-597-980
danrwood@live.co.uk
www.nvtec-thames.co.uk

Newbury Show 2015 – Vintage Section - Entry Form
Name:

.

Address:
.

Telephone:
Email:

Postcode:

.

Camping Required: YES / NO
Number Adult Day Tickets:[

- campsite passes are required to access the campsite area
] - Each person entering the grounds needs 2 tickets for the weekend

I can help with the display: YES / NO - ie operate your machine/implement or generally help out
Lorry Pass/Parking: YES / NO

- Lorry/Trailer parking over the weekend on site near our section

Lorries/Trailers taken off site over the weekend will need to be on site 7am Sunday or parked in car
parks and therefore not able to enter site and load up until cleared to do so (circa. 6pm).
We would like the display to show working machinery as much as possible, so if you have a choice between bringing 2 tractors or 1 tractor and an implement, then please bring the implement.
Entry Details: Description of Tractor/Implement/Engine/Other
Please list Make, Model, Year, Registration Number and give description of history and interesting points about exhibit
If you want to bring a static display tractor and do not want the visiting children to sit on it then please say here also

DECLARATION – I declare that, for the duration of this event, vehicle or self-propelled vehicles attending the Newbury Show will be the
subject of a Road Traffic Act Third Party Insurance Policy as a minimum; all other exhibits will be covered by a Public Liability Insurance
Policy. Relevant documents will be available for inspection if requested at the event. All entries will be delivered to site by 10pm Friday
18th Sept and not removed until cleared to do so by Newbury showground staff on Sunday 20th.
I AGREE TO THE CONDITIONS OF ENTRY TO THE SHOW AND WILL COMPLY WITH ALL SAFETY POLICY
PLEASE SIGN HERE:

Return to :

Dan Wood 42 Edinburgh Drive, Didcot, OX11 7HT.

DATE:

07887-597-980

.
DANRWOOD@LIVE.CO.UK

